
Psalm 51  
A psalm of David 

Written when the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery 
with Bathsheba. 

 
 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

According to your great compassion, blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

so you are right in your verdict, and justified when you judge. 

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb, 

You taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquity. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that 
the man and woman of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work. 
2 Timothy 3:16 
 
God’s word is living and active.  Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart.  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.  
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of 
him to whom we must give account. 
Hebrews 4:12-13 
 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word 
but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at 
his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, immediately 
forgets what he looks like.  But whoever looks intently into 
the perfect law that gives freedom and continues in it – not 
forgetting what they have heard but doing it – they will be 
blessed in what they do. 
James 1:22-25 
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Scriptures mentioned in today’s sermon 
 

 The Lord had given David rest from his enemies around him.2 Sam 7:1 

 ‘The Lord gave David victory wherever he went’ and ‘David reigned over all 

Israel doing what was just and right for all his people’   2 Sam 8 

 When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when 

they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire 

has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 

death. James 1:13-15 

 Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 

judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. Heb13:4  

 Be happy, yes, rejoice in the wife of your youth. Let her breasts and tender 

embrace satisfy you. Let her love alone fill you with delight.  Proverbs 5:18.19 

 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is 

right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over 

it. Genesis 4:7 

 Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 

attention to the plank in your own eye? 
 
How can you say to your brother, 

“Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,” when you yourself fail to see the 

plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and 

then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. Luke 6:41-

42 

 Neither do I condemn you, now go and leave your life of sin. John 8:11    

 I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life. John 8:12 

 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 

him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the 

light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we 

have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. My dear 

children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 

whole world.  1 John 1:5-2:2  


